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incline to think of themselves as a national minority.
And if the negative side of this feeling be reaction
against treatment in Germany, the positive side is
pride in the achievements of the Jewish National
Home in Palestine. In either case Jews will ob-
viously and rightly fight for their individual equality
as citizens in the countries where they live. In the
second case they will also fight for some form of
minority rights which do not, at the same time,
lessen the full citizenship of the individual Jew.
Where the main issue is confined to individual
equality the problems which remain are more often
social than legal or political. There is no doubt
that a great deal of avoidable irritation and hostility
is aroused by the fact that it takes a considerable
time for Jewish families or groups to adjust them-
selves to the general habits and customs of the
people among whom they live. Here, where no
religious principles are involved, it is the clear duty
of the minority to do all it can to avoid such
irritation.
The difficulties which arise out of political
minority status have already been shown. Jewish
action towards the abnormal position created in
countries like Poland had been twofold. It is not
surprising if they have used all their power to
fight against discrimination, and have refused to
consider its occasional justification. For no assis-
tance has been given them in finding other occupa-
tions. It was a true statement of the position when
the President of the Jewish Student Association of
Warsaw remarked that if they were allowed to be
tram-conductors, large numbers of young Jews
would never have tried to be students.